
CS260: Foundations of Data Science Handout 19: Nov 9, 2021

PCA review

The figure below shows the first two PCs of genome-wide data from 777 present-day people from West
Eurasia, along with three ancient British people who lived 9000, 5000 and 4000 years ago (labeled stars,
“BP” means “[years] Before Present”).

England, 9,000 BP

England, 5000 BP

England 4,000 BP

1. What can you infer about the relationship between each of the ancient people and present-day
Europeans?

2. What does this figure suggest about the history of Britain, and the people living there, over the past
ten thousand years?
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